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ABSTRACT

This paper presents the position of three thinkers in civilizational thought and human sociology
on the issue of "religion" and its role in major civilizations. And they are, in order: Ibn Khaldun
(1332-1406), Arnold Toynbee (1889-1975), Malik Binnabi (1905-1973). This paper begins with
an overview of the idea of the role of religion in the movement of history and civilizations
through Western and Eastern thinkers, in an attempt to answer the question that is often raised,
like: What is the benefit of religion at the level of civilization? Are the benefits of religion related
to spiritual life only? Do we still need religion after this human maturity that we have reached?
In order to answer the previous questions, the paper presented the position of Ibn Khaldln on
the role of religion through the term “’asabiyyah”, the position of Malik through the term “The
Religious Idea”, and the position of Arnold Toynbee through the concept of “The Wheel and the
Vehicle” based on the historical and analytical approach. The paper concludes that religion - in
its general sense - has an important role in various aspects of life, such as the rise of states, the
emergence of philosophies, sciences and discoveries.

Keywords: Religion, Civilization, Ibn Khaldtn, Binnabi & Arnold Toynbee.
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