DOI: https://doi.org/10.22452/ris.vol10no01.8 Vol. 10 No. 1 (2023): 129-145

AYA

Akademi Pengajian Islam

GHHI]]E@-?' SEHRE ISLHMIE STUDIES &IXIIYERS]TI

Received: 2023-02-22 Accepted: 2023-05-29 Published: 2023-06-28

Original Article
e 5l () plal A les dl)s o) wie " foze" A

Implication of "Muhtamal” Among Hadith Scholars: An Applied Study
Imam Al-Bukhari as a Model

Mohammed Aziz Al-Azimi®*

a Associate Professor, Department of Tafsir and Hadith - College of Sharia and Islamic Studies - Kuwait University
* Corresponding author, email: mohammed.alaziz@ku.edu.kw

el ol ibsfa sy e Ly paelly £ 1 8 A ] s sl Ly
P PV Y P B X SNy [PPSOV PO U PPN PR 8- |
g F P P N I~ -1 NN S N G S PP U PRy B o Y
Gl syl a g bara s Sl a e |oame a W Me cegy o) Mo sl ax ot ool

Ol ol cag)l ol i e s L aly, M3 Lo alll1i_aa N’C Lty sy M &sjﬁ
et Gl e i A Uy, e e eSle eVl Aalll 3 e’ il py i
[OC I POTER TS UL VPO SEOU. | [ PO I DN B LI P (PP AN S TS Y
ade gl e 2 DL S gl de gmsa s g 3y LA Ny ghe e
U N T R T B U o UM | VP R B
chonadly Gl g bh Lo By UeNE a 0F o g ety o Ma i 1l U
e oS4 i L] ey LT Lt g} Blae "B’ i JU i OF Sl g
EJRUIEI SV o SO SR P U W X Y S S W Y S L S U S

J
dart i siae o a S My el B ol i egoun |l | o e an"@,. ol a4y a3
3_:£iu_9_c,g.\_£[|¢_z~s\ o>y BJ"‘\—:MJ—‘G-;%“L}C-‘?_A‘ wig‘ﬂdm—d

o & el o W BL R Vol B acsn Mol G dall e i aSU (3 Jl oY)
s ala N e il | 'A;T;‘.l ‘.’Q “*Av\_%c\_ﬁc_:j\jﬁéuy\k—g&aﬂejﬁ&mb
el il el atila @ cadly 8yl 2 e e gl LB 3 fwe
A A Oi - - “ U a o . G, s Gb\.. "Y‘j ‘ lﬂb ‘LS" QL HY\ CT i\ ( 24 :2“ “7)

Bl "&}.x_.a. ah |3 el g A Maa s |3 e d S u_a_dj_a_“stzJ\ J_c J_m;




Al-Azimi / Online Journal of Research in Islamic Studies 10(1) (2023): 129-144

gl o fdatlly =l BU G L ) 2 S aa o il eg o oay W T Lladi L)

=l e lle 2s . Can "’“J *;";TCHLEJ nuu\ 22 a2l ) ssut P

26NV 3 Cn 2l el & Sl g ¢ el —H —iLe ) B Al Bl 5 1)

.e/.;'-\:.\\
Y TS ER I FEIE VRS WA S WA S EH WL

ABSTRACT

Imam Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, is considered one of the respected scholars in
the field of "Jarh wa Ta'dil" (the science of criticizing and evaluating narrators). He distinguished
himself from his contemporaries by his use of precise and meticulous terminology in the field of
Jarh (criticism), which reflected his high standards and expertise in this area. One of the unique
terms he used was "Muhtamal" (possible) to describe certain narrators. Since this term was not
included by other scholars in the hierarchy of Jarh wa Ta'dil terminology, | conducted research
on this subject and | titled it as " Implication of "Muhtamal" Among Hadith Scholars: An Applied
Study Based on Imam Al-Bukhari's Model". To clarify the implication of this term on the narrators
identified by Al-Bukhari, | provided a conceptual explanation of the term "Muhtamal" in both
language and technical usage. Then, | compiled a list of narrators whom Al-Bukhari described as
"Muhtamal" and provided a detailed analysis of these narrators, including the opinions of other
scholars regarding their reliability, whether there were differences of opinion or a consensus on
their weakness. Finally, | determined the ranking or status of these narrators according to Al-
Bukhari's assessment. Some of these narrators were labeled as "Muhtamal" without any
additional qualification, while for others, Al-Bukhari used this term along with specific remarks.
In his Sahih (authentic) collection, he mentioned that some of them were "Muhtamal." By
examining the statements of other critics and evaluators, it became evident that opinions varied
regarding the reliability or weakness of these narrators. Some scholars considered them
trustworthy, albeit prone to error or confusion, except in cases like Sa'id ibn 'Abdul-'Aziz, where
Al-Bukhari explicitly stated, "There is a consideration about him that cannot be possible." It
became clear that his hadith narration was disregarded. Additionally, | clarified the explanation
provided by Al-Khattabi in his definition of "Sahih" (authentic), stating that it refers to a hadith
with a connected chain of narrators whose reliability has been verified, and the ability to
independently verify it is possible. This suggests the possibility of corrections being made in later
eras. | concluded the research by discussing the importance of the concept of "Muhtamal"
possibility in uncovering reasons. The objective is to identify the terms used in the field of Jarh
wa Ta'dil that were not explicitly mentioned by other scholars in their classifications.
Additionally, the aim is to examine the implications of the term "Muhtamal" in Al-Bukhari's
remarks regarding certain narrators. There are three main methodologies in formulating this
research: inductive, analytical, and deductive approaches. As a result of this study, it was found
that the term "Muhtamal" used by Al-Bukhari lowered the status of narrators from those who
were described as "Thiga" (trustworthy) to those who were described as "Sadooq" (truthful)
with the addition of errors, illusions, or weak memory. There is also the possibility of adding
terms within the hierarchy of Jarh wa Ta'dil that carry the description of "Muhtamal as-Sidq"
(possibly truthful) or "Muhtamal ad-Da'af" (possibly weak). One of the conclusions drawn from
this research is the possibility of adding terms to the hierarchy of Jarh wa Ta'dil (criticism and
evaluation) and the possibility of corrections and weakening in later eras.
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