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Editorial Note

Our June 2020 edition of the JMCL kicks off with Jaspal Kaur’s analytical discourse 
on the Malaysian Federal Court’s decision in the case of Public Prosecutor v Azmi bin 
Sharom. In “Free Speech, Constitutional Interpretation and Sedition in Malaysia: Taking 
a Rights Expansive Approach”, the author examines how the Federal Court tested the 
constitutionality of the Sedition Act 1948 by interpreting the clauses of article 10 of the 
Federal Constitution, in particular the approaches to constitutional interpretation adopted 
by the Courts.

In “Suppressing Fake News or Chilling Free Speech: Are the Regulatory Regimes 
of Malaysia and Singapore Compatible with International law?”, Raphael Kok examines 
enforcement measures taken both by Malaysia under the Communications and Multimedia 
Act 1998 and Singapore under the Protection from Online Falsehoods and Manipulation 
Act 2019, to combat “fake news”. The article examines the compatibility of those 
enforcement measures with international norms on human rights. 

In “Oath (Yamin) as a Method of Proof and the Right to Due Process in the 
Philippines: A Response to Tampar v Usman”, Norhabib bin Suod S. Barodi argues 
that oath under the tightly compartmentalised and specific parameters of s 7(1) of the 
Special Rules of Procedure in the Shariah Courts of the Philippines is harmonious with 
the constitutional right to due process vis-a-vis litigations between Muslim parties in the 
Philippines Shariah Courts.

Last but not least is a case note by Alima Joned on a recent Malaysian Federal Court 
decision, for short referred to as the bin Abdullah case. In her note, Alima argues that the 
Court should have approached the case solely from an administrative law standpoint, and 
that the majority had misapplied the standard of judicial review.
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