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ABSTRACT 
 
Identifies and categorises nine types of published conference proceedings using a 
sample of 61 published proceedings obtained from the University of Malaya’s Library 
(UML) online catalogue. Published conference proceedings were categorised based on 
relevant Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, Revised Second Edition (AACR2R) in 
deciding on the form of main entry headings, title, statement of responsibility and 
access points. Interviews with expert cataloguers were conducted to find out the degree 
of agreement between the bibliographic descriptions they have given to a sample of 
records representing the 9 types with those given by the Library of Congress or Uni-
versity of Malaya's online public access catalogue. Experts’ responses helped to iden-
tify probable problem areas encountered by cataloguers when cataloguing published 
conference proceedings.  
 
Keywords: Conference proceedings; Library science; Bibliographic descriptions;  
Cataloguing. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
A conference proceedings can be identi-
fied as a collection of papers emanating 
from a meeting of individuals or repre-
sentative of various bodies convened for 
the purpose of discussing a topic of com-
mon interest. It can also mean a meeting 
of representatives of a corporate body 
which constitute its legislative or govern-
ing body (Conference publications, 1996; 
AACR2R, 1989: 617). Documents which 
fall into this category include papers, 
proceedings, transactions of meetings 
either of societies or meetings on a 
particular topic and sponsored by one or 

more institutions. Titles of conference 
proceedings often either contain generic 
terms such as "Meetings", Conventions" 
or "Seminar" if it is a periodic meeting of 
the members of a society or associations 
or contain words such as "Conference 
on…" "Symposium on …", if it is a 
meeting focussing on specific topic. In 
some instances such words are not found 
on the title page but located in parts of 
the document other than the chief source 
of information.  
 
The cataloguing of published conference 
proceedings pose a number of problems 
to the cataloguer. Firstly, it takes a pre-
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defined format when used as the main 
entry heading in a bibliographic record. 
This format is artificially constructed 
based on the rules laid out by the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules revised edi-
tion (1989) (AACR2R) and has to be 
assimilated and learnt by both expe-
rienced and novice cataloguers. Second-
ly, cataloguers have to decide whether to 
treat conference proceedings as a serial 
or a monograph (McGlasson, 1983). 
Currently, the Library of Congress (as 
evident from conference records in 
OCLC) is more inclined to treat confer-
ence proceedings as a monograph rather 
than a serial. The reason being most 
often conference proceedings are not in-
tended to go on indefinitely, even though 
they are numbered and held each year. 
Also the subject coverage of conference 
proceedings varies from one meeting to 
another which merits each conference 
title a separate bibliographic record and 
classification number (Conference…, 
1996; McGarry and Yee, 1990). This 
unpredictability of the frequency of con-
ference proceeding makes libraries opt to 
treat them as single documents. Thirdly, 
the conference names are present in 
varying degree of completeness in the 
chief source of information. This affects 
the form of main heading to be defined 
as well as the added entry headings to be 
given. Fourthly, the AACR2R rules, 
which cover the treatment of conference 
proceedings, are dispersed in various 
parts of the AACR2R manual and not all 
used rules are listed under the entry for 
"conferences" in the back of the book 
index. As a result, cataloguers do not 
have ready rules of the thumb to fall 
back on when a problematic type of pro-
ceeding document is encountered. Last-

ly, no published literature was found to 
identify in detail the various types of 
conference proceedings. This paper is an 
attempt to identify and categorise the 
various types of published conference 
proceedings.   
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

This study attempts to find out (a) whe-
ther published conference proceedings 
can be categorised into identifiable 
groups, (b) to locate the relevant AACR2R 
rules that support the bibliographic de-
scription given by cataloguing agencies 
such as the Library of Congress Catalo-
ging records and the University of Mala-
ya's online public access catalogue (espe-
cially for Malaysian conference proceed-
ings) for documents in each group, and 
(c) to find out whether expert cataloguers 
concur with the authoritative bibliogra-
phic description of the different types of 
proceedings. This paper is based on the 
initial findings of a research into the 
development of an adviser which guide 
trainee and novice librarians in providing 
full bibliographic descriptions of pu-
blished conference proceedings. The 
analysis of conference types was carried 
out in order to establish the basis and 
structure of the knowledge base for the 
adviser.     
 

METHODS 
 

In order to ascertain the types of confe-
rence proceedings, a sample of published 
conference records were retrieved from 
the University of Malaya Library's on-
line catalogue. A total of 182 records of 
published conference proceedings were 
downloaded and printed for examination.  
An unobtrusive method of content analy-
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sis was used to examine the bibliogra-
phic entries out of which 61 published 
records were chosen. The choice of re-
cords was based on certain criteria such 
as, currency, completeness of the biblio-
graphic elements in the records and the 
bibliographic records of those defined by 
the Library of Congress cataloguing 
agency. The sixty-one published confe-
rence proceedings were retrieved from 
the open shelves, and copies of the cover 
page, title page, verso, preface and intro-
duction of the conference documents 
were made. The contents of the photo-
copied pages were examined and the 
titles were categorised into "like" groups.  
The full bibliographic records of the pro-
ceedings were obtained from the Univer-
sity of Malaya Online catalogue and 
were examined to identify the relevant 
AACR2R rules that have been used to 
construct the record. The sixty-one re-
cords were then categorised into "like" 
groups. A sample record from each cate-
gory of conference proceedings was 
given to four expert cataloguers. The 
experts had an average of 16 years of 
working experience as cataloguers and 
were given two weeks (28 November to 
11 December 1997) to provide bibliogra-
phic descriptions. Experts were instruc-
ted not to check the Library of Congress 
cataloguing records which the University 
of Malaya Library subscribed to or the 
UM library's online catalogue. Experts’ 
bibliographic records were compared in 
order to measure percent of agreement in 
giving the main entry headings, title and 
statement of responsibility, imprint, col-
lation, notes and determination of added 
entries. This exercise helps to verify 
whether the experts were in agreement 
with the Library of Congress bibliogra-

phic records and hence support the ca-
tegorisation of the published conference 
proceedings. 
 

RESULTS 
       

Types of Published Conference 
Proceedings 
 

The sixty-one published conference pro-
ceedings examined were categorised into 
9 "like" groups (Table 1). The bibliogra-
phic records in each group were alike in 
terms of the form of main entry headings 
established, the access points given and 
the types of notes constructed. Table 1 
indicates that the first three types of pu-
blished conference proceedings are va-
riations of the complete conference state-
ment and make up 39.4% (24 out of 61) 
of published conference proceedings 
examined. This is the most common ca-
tegory which was agreed upon by pre-
vious research (Zainab, 1991). One third 
of published conference proceedings are 
made up of edited or unedited works 
with incomplete or unnamed conference 
statements (type 5 and 6) on the title 
page. In most of these cases the confe-
rence name is indicated in parts of the 
document other than the title page. A 
small percentage (8.2%) consists of the 
type where proceedings is subordinate to 
the fully named society which convenes 
it (type 4). The other types are proceed-
ings which indicate two conference state-
ments in the same language (type 7, 
6.6%); a single conference statement gi-
ven in two or more languages (type 8, 
3.3%) and where the well-known abre-
viated form of the conference name is 
given precedence and adopted as the 
main entry heading (type 9, 3.3%). The 
description of the 9 types of conference 
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proceedings are as follows and examples 
of each type together with their biblio-
graphic record is given in the Appendix. 
 
Type 1 - The conference name  is com-
plete and the name takes the form of 
"Conference on ….(subject)". The name 
is also found on the title page. An 
example of this type is Colloquium on 
Breeding and Selection for Clonal Oil 
Palms … (type 1 in the Appendix). This 
type of conference proceedings compri-
ses 16.4 %(10 out of 61) of the sampled 
conference proceedings. In all instances, 
the venue and frequency of the confe-
rence are also indicated on the title pages 
examined. 
 
Type 2 - The conference name is 
complete and the name takes the form of 
"(Subject) … Conference". The name is 
found on the title page of the proceed-
ings. An example of such a name is 
National Physics Conference….(type 2 
in the Appendix ). This type constitutes 
6.6% (4 out of 61) of the sample pro-
ceedings examined. This type of confe-
rence proceedings is less common but 
nevertheless in most instances complete 
venue and frequency information is 
provided on the chief source of 
information. 
 
Type 3 - The conference name is com-
plete and found on the title page and 
takes the form "(Geographic area/ 
place)… Conference…(subject)" or 
(Subject) ... conference (geographic/ 
area/place)". An example of such a title is 
Pisa conference on the History and 
Philosophy of Science… (type 3 in the 
Appendix).In this case the location of the 
conference is not repeated within the 

bracketed information usually attached 
to the conference name. This type of 
proceedings comprises 16.4% (10 out of 
61) of total sample. 
 
Type 4 - The conference name is 
complete and found on the title page. 
However, the name of the Association 
which convenes it and which clearly 
forms part of the name takes precedence 
over the conference name. An example is 
Annual Conference of the Malaysian 
Society of Animal Production…. In this 
case the society's name is transcribed 
first, hence, Malaysian Society of Animal 
Production. Conference (…) (see type 5 
in the Appendix). This type of pro-
ceedings constitute 8.2% (5 out of 61) of 
the sample. 
 
Types 5 and 6 - The title page bears the 
word "conference" "seminar" etc. but 
information about the name is not com-
plete or the conference is not fully 
named.  From the sample it is found that 
most of these types of published pro-
ceedings were edited works (type 6) and 
form a substantial portion of the sample 
(34.4%, 21 out of 61).  An example of 
this type of proceeding is Vision and 
method in historical sociology, edited by 
Theda Skoepol [In the preface is 
indicated that this is a, … Conference on 
Methods of Historical Social Analysis 
[held in]....1979. in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts) (see type 6 in the Appendix). A 
smaller proportion, however, are unedi-
ted (4.8%, 3 out of 61). An example is 
Demand-side management: opportuni-
ties and perspectives in the Asia-Pacific 
region with emphasis on the gas and 
electricity sectors, Seoul, Korea, 4-5 
November 1993: conference proceedings  
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Table 1:Types of Published Conference Proceedings 

 TYPES AACR2 RULES TOTAL % 

1 Complete conference statement. 
Conference ... (subject) 

24.7A1, 24.7B 10 16.4 

2 Complete conference statement. 
(Subject) ... Conference 

24.7A1, 24.7B 4 6.6 

3 Complete conference statement. 
(Geographic area/place) ... Conference ... 
(subject) 
(Subject) ... Conference ... (geographic 
area/place) 

24.7A1, 24.7B, 
24.3C2 

10 16.4 

4 Complete conference statement but 
Association name takes precedence. 

21.1B1, 21.1B2, 
21.4B, 24.13A, 
24.7A1, 24.7B 

5 8.2 

5 Title main entry. Incomplete/unnamed 
conference statement. Unedited work. 

21.1C1, 21.5A, 
21.1B3 

3 4.8 

6 Title main entry. Incomplete/unnamed 
conference statement. Edited work. 

21.1C1, 21.5A, 
21.1B3  

21 34.4 

7 Two conference statements in the same 
language. 

26.3A2, 24.7A1, 
24.7B 

4 6.6 

8 Conference statement in different 
languages. 

24.3A1, 24.7A1, 
24.7B 

2 3.3 

9 Complete conference statement but 
abbreviation of conference name takes 
precedence. 

 
24.7A1, 24.7B 

 
2 

 
3.3 

 TOTAL  61 100 
 
 

 (see type 5 in the Appendix). In this 
case, the document is identified as 
conference proceedings, but the name of 
the conference cannot be given as the 
heading because complete information  
is lacking on the chief source of infor-
mation. Here, the complete conference 
name can be transcribed in the note area 
and given access as added entries.  
 
Type 7 - A total of 6.6% (4 out of 61) of 
the sample were proceedings where two 
conference statements can be found on 
the title pages and both are in the same 
language. In this case, the main heading 
is given under the most obvious confe-

rence statement, failing which the main 
entry heading is under the first named con-
ference statement and the other confe-
rence name is given as an added entry.  
The example of the type is Conference of 
Research Institutes in the Middle East. 
Proceedings of the Cairo Conference (18-
20 April 1993), edited by Chantel de Jonge 
Outdraat (see type 7 in the Appendix). 
 
Type 8 - This type of conference pro-
ceedings is quite small (3.3%, 2 out of 61). 
In this case, the conference name is 
given in two or more languages. An 
example is Prosiding Seminar Kebang-
saan Etnobotani Pertama = First Natio-
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nal Seminar on Ethnobotany, editor Teh 
Kang Hai. (see type 8 in Appendix). For 
this type of proceedings, the main entry 
heading must be in the language predo-
minantly used in the conference docu-
ment and an added entry is given for the 
conference name in the other language 
(s). 
 
Type 9 - In this case an abbreviated 
version of the conference name is pro-
minently displayed on the chief source of 
information and this abbreviation is well-
known. This type of conference proceed-
ings is small (3.3%, 2 out of 61).  An exam-
ple is Advances in GLIM and statistical 
modelling: Proceedings of the GLIM92 
Conference… (see type 9 in the Appen-
dix),  where the main entry adopted by 
the Library of Congress is GLIM92 
(1992 : Munich, Germany). The Library 
of Congress seems to treat this as it does 
as for Unesco, where the adoption of 
well-known acronym is acceptable and a 
cross reference is given from the full 
version of the acronym. 
 
The Relevant AACR2R Rules 
Identified. 
 

For each type of conference proceedings 
the relevant AACR2R rules which sanc-
tion its format are identified. The rules 
are also found in various sections of the 
AACR2R manual. The rules can be cate-
gorised into three types; (a) those which 
give guidance on the choice and format 
of main entry conference heading, (b) 
those which instructs the adoption of the 
title as main entry heading, and (c) those 
which are general rules that can be 
applied for the description of the rest of 
the bibliographic record. 

(a) Rules Governing the Choice and 
Format of Main Entry Heading    
 

Rule 21.1B1 - This rule recognises the 
conference name as a corporate body and 
as such capital letters for the initial 
words in the name is required since it is 
regarded as a proper name. 
Rule 21.1B2 - This rule recommends to 
enter a work emanating from a corpo-
rate body under the heading for the 
appropriate body which includes: (d) 
those that report the collective activity of 
a conference (e.g. proceedings, collected 
papers) provided that the conference or 
event is prominently named (0.8) in the 
item being catalogued. (AACR2R, 
p.313). Rule 0.8 indicates that promi-
nently named means a formal statement 
must be found in the prescribed sources 
of information (1.0A), which is the title 
page. This rule clearly defines the scope 
which precludes the adoption of a formal 
conference statement as the heading if it 
is found in parts other than the title page.  
Rule 24.7A1 - This rule requires the 
omission from a conference name in-
dication of its number, frequency or 
years of convocation. As such the words 
"Annual" "First" or "1st" or "1998" which 
often precede a conference name must be 
omitted. 
Rule 24.7B1 - This rule gives instruc-
tion as to what should be included to the 
conference name. This includes the num-
ber or frequency of the conference, the 
year(s) (not dates) and the place(s) in 
which the conference was held. These 
elements are attached to the conference 
name within parenthesis, each element is 
separated by a space, colon, space.  
Rule 24.7B2  (Number) - This is an 
elaboration to rule 24.7B1 where if a 
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conference infers to be one of a series of 
numbered meetings of the same name, 
the addition of the ordinal number in its 
English form is required. If however, the 
numbering is found to be irregular it can 
be excluded. 
Rule 24.7B3 (Date) - This rule 
elaborates on the transcription of the 
year or years in which the conference is 
held. Specific dates may be added to 
distinguish between two or more meet-
ings of the same name held in the same 
year. 
Rule 24.7B4 (Location) - This rule 
elaborates on the transcription of the 
place or location of the conference. 
There is also an instruction, which indi-
cates that if the specific (not general) 
location is part of the name of the con-
ference, and it is not repeated within the 
parenthesis where it is normally given. 
(see type 3 in the Appendix).  
Rule 21.61C1 - This rule specifically 
covers type 7 of the conference proceed-
ings, where two or three bodies are res-
ponsible for the conference. This instruc-
tion is to choose the conference title 
named first and added entries are made 
under the other headings. 
Rule 24.3A1 - This rule is applied to 
conference type 8 where the conference 
name is given in  two or more languages. 
This rule specifies that if there is more 
than one official language and one of this 
is English, the usage of the English form 
is preferred. However, if English is not 
one of the official languages, the form in 
the language used predominantly in the 
item issued by the body is used. 
Rule 24.13A - This rule especially apply 
to type 4 of the conference proceedings. 
In this case the conference is regarded as 
subordinate to the body that convenes it. 

Rule 24.2D - This rule specifically 
applies to type 9 of the conference pro-
ceeding. In this case a variant form of the 
conference name appear on the title page 
(eg the acronym) and since there is no 
dominant form, the acronym can be 
adopted as the heading. 
 
(b) Rules Governing Titles as the Main 
Entry Heading for Conference Pro-
ceedings 
 
Rule 21.1C1 and Rule 21.5A- These 
rules give instructions to enter a work 
under its title if  … (c ) it emanates from 
a corporate body but does not fall into 
the category given in 21.1B2. This 
means that if the proper name is 
incomplete or not found on the title page, 
entry is given under the title. This rule 
applies to type 5 and 6 of the conference 
proceedings.  
Rule 21.30F1 - This rule instructs the 
provision of added entry for the corpo-
rate body (for which a conference name 
is one) which has a relationship to a 
work and which provides an important 
access point. 
 
(c ) Rules Governing the Rest of the 
Bibliographic description. 
The general rules for printed documents, 
coverning titles and statement of respon-
sibility, edition, imprint, collation, series 
and notes are equally used for published 
conference proceedings where applicable. 
 
Analysis of Experts’ Responses 
 
A sample from each of the nine (9) 
categories was selected and photocopies 
of their title pages, verso and other rele-
vant parts of the conference document 
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were made. All the nine conference do-
cuments are indicated in the Appendix. 
Each title was attached with a catalo-
guing input sheet, together with an orien-
tation narrative which summarised the 
purpose of the study. The experts were 
given two weeks to provide bibliogra-
phic descriptions for all the nine (9) 
conference documents. At the end of the 
two weeks, the experts were interviewed 
to determine what, why and how they 
made their decisions. 
 

Table 2 shows the degree of agreement 
among the experts’ answers for the nine 
types of conference proceedings. As the 
purpose of the exercise is to confirm the 
categorisation of the nine types of pu-
blished conference proceedings, only the 
main entry heading, title, statement of 
responsibility and added entries were 
considered relevant for this purpose. 
 

The Table indicates that there seems to 
be a 67-100% agreement to the format of 
main entry headings to be assigned. The 
main entry headings given by the ex-
perts’ are shown in Appendix, type 1 to 
9. There seems to be a percentage of 
disagreement for conference proceeding 
types 5 and 9. For these headings, the 

AACR2R rules were referred to and 
Library of Congress records (regarded as 
the authoritative record) were checked to 
decide which form of heading was to be 
adopted. For type 5 the presence of the 
phrase "conference proceedings" seems 
to instigate some experts to "force" a 
conference name which is not formally 
named on the title page. For type 9 the 
disagreement lies between the adoption 
of the abbreviated name of the pro-
ceedings which was named first and the 
title which was prominently displayed in 
terms of its bigger and bolder font size. 
 
There is between 67-100% agreement as 
to the format for title and statement of 
responsibility to be adopted. Most of the 
disagreement occurs with regard to ele-
ments to be included in the statement of 
responsibility and not the title format and 
this occur for conference proceedings 
type 1,5 and 7. 
 
The degree of added entries to be given 
also reached between 67-100% agree-
ment. Again, in cases of disagreement, 
the AACR2R rules and Library of Con-
gress records were checked to decide on 
the entries to be given. The disagreement  

 
Table 2: Summary Table of Agreement of Experts' Answers 

 

 
Degree of Agreement Among Expert's (%) 

Type of  
Proceeding 

 
Type 

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Type  

 
Task Element 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Main Entry 100 100 100 100 67 100 100 100 67 
Title & Statement 
of Responsibility 

67 100 100 100 67 100 67 100 100 

Added Entries 100 100 100 67 100 100 100 100 67 
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mainly occurs for conference proceeding 
type 4 and 9. For type 4, those who 
disagree with the LC record, adopts the 
direct form of the conference name 
"Conference of the Malaysian Society of 
Animal Production" and not considering 
the conference as subordinate to the so-
ciety which convenes the meeting. For 
type 9, the disgreement lies in the  choice 
between the title and the conference 
name as the main entry heading. 
 
On the whole, the level of agreement for 
the choice of main entry headings and 
the format of the bibliographic records 
are relatively high. This helps to support 
the nine types of conference proceedings 
proposed. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
From a sample of 61 records retrieved 
from the University of Malaya's online 
public access catalogue, nine types of 
conference proceedings were identified. 
The identification was based on main 
entry headings and access points given to 
records either found from the Library of 
Congress Catalogue records or the UM's 
library catalogue. Relevant AACR2R 
rules were also identified to verify the 
appropriateness in the giving of main 
entry headings, title, statement of respon-
sibility and added entries. These nine 
types of published conference proceed-
ings have been further verified by expert 
cataloguers through semi-structured in-
terviews and by their respective biblio-
graphic descriptions of the various types 
of conference proceedings.  
 

The results of the expert cataloguer’s 
responses highlight certain types of con-
ference proceedings which may pose to 

be problematic areas since even the ex-
perts seem to have some diagreements. 
Type 5 poses a problem because of the 
presence of the phrase "conference pro-
ceedings" and the venue of conference 
was so clearly indicated on the title page, 
even though a formal conference name 
was not worded. Type 9 conference 
proceedings seem to be a more frequent 
occurrence currently where acronyms of  
conferences are readily accepted. The 
Library of Congress seems to adopt the 
abbreviations as the main entry heading 
which previously prefer either the full 
version of the name or the title main 
entry. These results indicate that perhaps 
closer attention may be given to type 5 
and 9 when training novice and trainee 
cataloguers. 
 
The nine types are summarised below.  
(a) If the conference statement is 
prominently stated on the title page and 
complete, i.e. it must be a named con-
ference, with information on the date 
(year), location and frequency (optional), 
then the main entry heading in a biblio-
graphic description is the name of the 
conference (Types 1, 2 and 3). 
 
(b) If the conference name include 
the name of the corporate body which 
convenes it, it is considered to be subor-
dinate to the body. The main entry head-
ing is given under the name of the 
corporate body organising the confe-
rence (Type 4) and an added entry for 
the conference name as formally stated. 
 
(c) In instances where the name of a 
conference or the conference statement 
on the title page is not complete such as 
in conference proceeding Type 5; or the 
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work is edited or unedited and the com-
plete conference statement is found in 
places other than the title page such as in 
conference proceeding Type 6, then the 
title is used as the main entry in a biblio-
graphic description. A conference note is 
especially important for these types of 
conference proceedings. In addition, 
added entries are given for the formal 
conference name found not on the title 
page but elsewhere. 
 

(d) Should there be more than one 
complete conference statement on the ti-
tle page as is shown in conference pro-
ceeding Type 7, the main entry heading 
is under the more obvious conference 
statement, failing which the main entry 
heading is under the first named confe-
rence statement, and a conference name 
added entry should be given for the other 
conference name. 
 
(e) Should the complete conference 
statement be in more than one language 
as is shown in conference proceeding 
Type 8, then the main entry heading for 
the conference name must be in the lan-
guage predominantly found in the confe-
rence document, and a conference name 
added entry should be given for the con-
ference name in the other language(s). 
 

(f) If the conference statement in-
cludes a well-known acronym of the 
conference as in conference statement 
Type 9, then the main entry heading is 
entered under the well-known acronym 
of the conference statement. Cross refe-
rence is made from the full version of the 
acronym.  
 

The experts continuously reminded and 
stressed that cross references must be 

made if the situation deemed it necessary 
such as in the case for conference pro-
ceeding Type 9. Cross references need 
also be made from the unused form of a 
corporate body to the used form. This 
especially applies to names of corporate 
bodies that are not well-known in the 
English form.  
 

With the specific identification of the 
nine types of conference proceedings, 
novice and student cataloguers can now 
be taught how to identify a conference 
proceeding and to give it a bibliographic 
description. A computerised expert advi-
ser prototype, CoPAS, is being develop-
ed to aid novice and student cataloguers 
for just such a task.  
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